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Headlines
Mrs. Kaiser met with graduating seniors on May 3 to collect info on future plans, employment, scholarships, discuss job interviews, etc.  The meeting agenda is posted on the guidance webpage.

Due to a need for STNA’s, Apollo Career Center will be offering Nurse’s Aide training in St. Marys April 25-May 12, M-Th 5-9 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00-3:30.  For more information or to register, call Ruth Nichols at 419-998-2979.
Females interested in competing in The Miss Lake Festival Scholarship Pageant (ladies age 17-24) or the Outstanding Teen Pageant (ladies age 13-17), should attend a workshop on May 7 or May 14 for more information.  This year’s pageant will be held July 18, 2016.  Contact lakefestivalpageant@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Applications are now being accepted for the Ohio “Teen Ambassador Board”.  The board is open to HS juniors and seniors.   Ideal candidates are motivated, self-starters who are interested in local government.  The board will advise the Ohio Attorney General’s office on issues relating to teens and work with their peers to develop solutions to those issues.  This would be a great resume builder and helpful for scholarships/essays.  See Mrs. Kaiser for more information.  Applications due May 31.

All underclassmen (grades 9-11) will update their activity sheets and should receive tentative 2016-2017 class schedules this month.  Requests for changes are due to Mrs. Kaiser by June 1.
Girls-- mark your calendars!  There will be a Homecoming/Prom dress exchange at Minster Elementary School on August 21, 2016.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Mrs. Kaiser needs to know the names and amounts of all scholarships you have received no later than May 9, so they can appear in the newspaper.

It seems like just yesterday when you began classes at FRHS, and now we are preparing to bid you farewell…  I wish you all the best of luck in your future endeavors(  
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Underclassmen…
Students planning to take English Composition (senior class), Advanced Biology & Genetics, or Anatomy/Physiology next year should register to take the ACT this spring (or summer).  A test score is required to become eligible for the college credit that FRHS offers for these courses.  (Younger students taking Computer Apps will have the opportunity to take an alternate placement test at FRHS.)
Need Summer School credits?  The Mercer County ESC will offer classes in Celina (in June) for students who need to make up high school credits.  Cost is approximately $150 per credit.
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Looking to next school year…
· Students (grades 10-12) should pick up 2016-17 schedules August 17-23
· Freshman Orientation:  August 19
· School starts August 24
Summer Opportunities

Information on summer camps and programs are posted outside the Guidance Office.
~ COLLEGE and CAREER Info ~
Vocational 
· Manufacturing Careers are in high demand in our area.  An increasing number of high-tech jobs are unfilled because the demand is so great.  Electricians, Welders, Engineers, etc. are needed.  Twenty-five percent of the workforce in West Central Ohio is in manufacturing.  The median wage for skilled trades/manufacturing is $50,000 per year.
· Apollo Career Center (Lima) offers many adult-education classes and certification programs in skilled trades. Call Doug Durliat at 419.995.8353 if you would like more information.
Military
Attention upcoming juniors and seniors:  

Students can attend the USMC’s 5th Summer Leadership Character and Development Academy (SLCDA) in Quantico, VA from July 17-23, 2016 for FREE (transportation to and from Regan National Airport in Washington DC is the responsibility of each student).  Students interested in finding out more should visit http://www.mcrc.marines.mil/SLCDA/IfInterested.aspx. Apply by April 8.
Interested in joining the military after graduation?

· Joining the military can help fund your college education

· You need to take the ASVAB test to be considered for enlistment.

· Military recruiters visit FRHS (and homes) throughout the year.  For additional information about a career in the military, visit http://todaysmilitary.com/careers. 
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Attention students in grades 9-11:  If you are interested in applying for admission to a US Military Academy, start planning NOW.  Academy Nomination Applications (US Air Force, Military, Naval and Merchant Marine Academies) are due in September or October of your senior year.  It is a very prestigious honor to attend a military academy, and admission is highly competitive.
· Junior year is when the Academy application process truly begins. Students will start by filling out the Pre-Candidate Questionnaire, which becomes available online March 1 every year.
· Between March 1 of their junior year and December 31 of their senior year, students must also request nominations from a designated nomination category.
· See Mrs. Kaiser ASAP if you are interested in a US Military Academy.
There are several Service Academy Seminars in April.  See the poster outside the Guidance Office for more info.

College---------------------------------------------------
1. Interested in Duke, Harvard, Penn, Georgetown or Stanford?  There will be a student/parent information session in Columbus on May 18 and in Cincinnati on May 19.  See www.exploringcollegeoptions.org or the posting near the Guidance Office for more information.
2. Ohio’s Independent (Private) colleges are hosting visit days June 27, 29, and 30.  Students who visit two or more participating campuses during the event can be entered into a drawing for one of five $1000 book scholarships.  For more information or to register, visit www.youcanohio.com/visitdays.
3. Most FRHS students have HS credits that will transfer to college.  Ask your college adviser, and advocate for yourself!!
a. Students enrolled in English Composition (& Literature), Adv. Biology & Genetics, and Computer Apps need to request a transcript from Rhodes State (after they graduate) to take with them to college.

b. Articulated Credit:  We currently have articulation agreements with some area colleges (WSU Lake, UNOH, for example) for FRHS courses in Accounting, Ag, Tri-Star, etc. 

c. FRHS students can take an AP Exam to try to earn college credits. 

4. Attn:  Students looking for housing in Dayton (near WSU/Sinclair, etc.):  A local family owns a 4-bedroom house in Dayton that is set up for student housing.  Call 419-305-2597.
5. Prospective College Athletes who plan to play Division I or II sports must register with the appropriate clearinghouse.  Both eligibility centers require that test scores (i.e. ACT) be sent directly from the testing agency.  See Mrs. Kaiser if you need to register with either of these athletic clearinghouses because I need to mail your transcript to them!  Cost is approximately $75.
a. NCAA Clearinghouse:  new website-- NCAA.org/playcollegesports
b. NAIA:  www.playnaia.org.
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ACT/SAT Information
All students who plan to go to college should take a college entrance exam.  Current Juniors should take the Act in April or June.  An ACT (or SAT) test score is a requirement for admission to many colleges and universities.  Stop by the guidance office for more information.

	

	ACT National Test Dates       Registration Deadlines
June 11, 2016

     May 6, 2016
September 10, 2016                 not yet available

October 22, 2016

December 10, 2016

February 11, 2017

April 8, 2017

June 10, 2017
ACT College and Career Readiness Scores
English 18  /  Math 22  /  Reading 22  /  Science 23

Students can register for the ACT online at http://www.actstudent.org/start.  Our CEEB code is 362-165. 

	SAT National Test Dates
       Registration Deadlines

June 4, 2016

       May 5, 2016
October 1, 2016                         not yet available

November 5, 2016

December 3, 2016

January 21, 2017

March 11, 2017

May 6, 2017
SAT College Readiness Scores
Reading + Math + Writing > 1550
Students can register for the SAT online at sat.org/register.  Our CEEB code is 362-165. 

	**IEP/504 students requesting extended time must see Mrs. Kaiser two weeks prior to the registration deadline.**
**********************************************************************************************************************************

[image: image7.png]


FREE Practice Tests:
· “Preparing for the ACT Test” booklets are available in the Guidance Office

· www.actstudent.org/sampletest, www.actstudent.org/onlineprep, or http://www.actexampracticetests.com
· www.ohiomeansjobs.com (click on K-12 Students > Plan It > Assessments & Training).  This is a very good website and has practice AP exams as well.

ACT Prep Courses are also available for a fee. Edison Community College, Sylvan Learning Center and Shelly Poeppelman (Ft. Loramie) offer classes to review math and English skills, test taking and time management tips, test questions and practice problems. The classes usually meet 6 weeks prior to each ACT national test date.  See Mrs. Kaiser for more information.



Career Exploration/Job Shadowing:
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Looking for a college or a career that’s right for you?  There are several links on the HS Guidance Homepage that will be helpful.  Check them out!
Students interested in job shadowing at Mercer Health should contact the Education Coordinator at 419-678-5119 to request a job-shadowing packet.  Be specific about the area(s) you are interested in (you can list more than one).  Students are required to get a Tb test prior to shadowing.
The Mercer County Sherriff’s Office sponsors an “explorers program” for students interested in careers in law enforcement.  Call Captain Mark Heinll at 419-586-7724.
SCHOLARSHIPS / GRANTS / LOANS:
These are in order by due date.

If no website is listed, see Mrs. Kaiser for applications and additional information.
1. Federal Student Aid is awarded to eligible students who complete the FAFSA.  Seniors should have completed their FAFSA in February, but it’s never too late to apply for financial aid…
a. Grants—financial aid that doesn’t have to be repaid (unless, for example, you withdraw from school and owe a refund)

b. Loans— borrowed money for college or career school; you must repay your loans, with interest

c. Work-Study—a work program through which you earn money to help you pay for school

2. Imagine America Scholarship for 2016 graduates:  FRHS can select up to three students to receive this $1000 scholarship—FRHS will award this to the first 3 eligible students who apply each year.  Only recent high school graduates who are qualified applicants and who meet the following recommended guidelines should apply: Likelihood of successful completion of postsecondary education, high school grade point average of 2.5 or greater, financial need, and demonstrated voluntary community service during the senior year   Students must plan to attend a “career college” (such as Lincoln Tech or Kaplan) to be eligible.  Students should visit the website for more information and a list of participating schools.  Apply online at www.imagine-america.org.  
3. Specialized Carriers & Rigging Foundation is offering $1000-$5000 grants to individuals looking to take a continuing education course (such as welding or diesel mechanics) or attend vocational/technical college.  Apply online at https://scrfoundation.fluidreview.com/.  Grants are awarded throughout the year.

4. Sussle Scholarship ($500):  Sussle is an encyclopedia of the things YOU care about. This is not your usual scholarship. There is no application or essay, and it's actually fun. By participating, you will be posting your knowledge for the benefit of others, and in return, the best contributor will win the scholarship.  Eligibility: HS seniors and college students.  See http://sussle.org/scholarship to enter.  Deadlines: end of each month.

5. Zumper, a free apartment rental search site it sponsoring a $1,000 college scholarship.  As a background on Zumper, here are their listings for Columbus: https://www.zumper.com/apartments-for-rent/columbus-oh.  They are looking for outstanding students who have helped their classmates or community in a tremendous way. Maybe you started a club that raised $10,000 for charity, or championed recycling and sustainable practices across campus. Scholarship link can be found at: https://www.zumper.com/apartments-scholarship and is due April 15 and November 15 of each year

6. 4-H Scholarships:  Ohio 4-H offers a variety of scholarships to its members—most of these being for current year graduates and a few for members already attending college. The application and information is available on the Website at http://www.ohio4h.org. Click on the 4H for Youth>Teens>Awards & Scholarships. Check the website for more details and deadlines.
7. Rhodes State offers a variety of scholarships:
a. College Credit Plus (CC+)- $1000 for students who successfully complete a course at Rhodes their senior year.  There are several FRHS students eligible for this award.  Due January 15/May 1.  

b. Tech Prep- $1000 for students in a Tech Prep program at Tri-Star.  Due May 1.

c. Rhodes to Success- $1000 Academic Scholarship.  3.5 cum GPA and 24 ACT required.  Due May 1.
d. Associates of Arts or Sciences; $1000 –Start your bachelor’s degree coursework at Rhodes and save money!  Deadline is August 12, 2016.
8. Mercer County Soil and Water Conservation/Marion Mutual Insurance is offering a $1000 scholarship to a Mercer County HS senior planning to pursue a degree in an environmental, conservation, or agricultural related field.  Applications are due May 18.  
9. B. Davis Scholarship ($1000):  This website was developed solely for the purpose of helping students locate and apply for scholarships, and is open to junior and seniors:  http://www.studentawardsearch.com/scholarships.htm.  Deadline is May 23.
10. The Angel Run 5K sponsors a scholarship in memory of Lynn Topp.  Graduating seniors are eligible to apply.  Applications can be found at www.angelrun5k.com and are due June 1.
11. Aspiring Animation Professional Scholarship Program ($1000):  Open to seniors who: intend to pursue an animation related field at an accredited post-secondary school or college.  Visit the website for more information:  www.animationcareerreview.com, and search “scholarships”.  Deadline to apply is June 1.
12. Aspiring Fashion Professional Scholarship ($1000) for students that are interested in pursuing a fashion degree at an accredited post-secondary school or college.  More info can be found at http://www.fashion-schools.org/  (at the bottom of the page).  Deadline is June 1.
13. Trent Bates Memorial Scholarship:  Applicants must be graduating seniors from a Mercer County HS and a member of a Mercer County 4H club, FFA, Boy/Girl Scouts, going into Equine Science or Veterinary Science or a Vet Tech Program.  GPA of 2.0 Is required.  Applications due June 1.
14. The Mercer County Civic Foundation has a small pool of student loan funds available to undergraduate students.  These low-interest $900 college loans are renewable, and the 4% interest rate does not begin to accrue until 6 months after graduation from college, and are interest-free if repaid within that time.  Interested students should call Carol Hone at 419/586-9950 for an application.  Applications are due by June 1.
15. Heidi Norris Fund Scholarship:  One $850 scholarship is available for a student pursuing a career in the field of respiratory therapy that resides in Auglaize, Mercer, or Shelby County (Ohio). Students must have surpassed ‘freshman’ status in college, and have a GPA of not less than 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.  This is available yearly. See website www.commfoun.com or call 937-497-7800 for additional information and to complete an application. Due June 1.  
16. Abbott & Fenner Business Consultants Scholarship:  To apply for this $1,000 scholarship you will need to write an essay on the topic found on the website. The A&F Scholarships are available to all high school juniors and seniors as well as all students currently registered in any accredited post secondary institution who are between the ages of 16 and 30.  More information can be found at http://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm. Registration deadline is June 10.
17. BigSun Scholarship:  The BigSun Organization is offering a $500 scholarship to a student athlete.  The successful applicant will be a high school senior participating in a sport OR be attending a post secondary institute and currently involved in some sport at that institution. Visit our website at http://www.bigsunathletics.com to learn how to apply.  Deadline is June 17.
18. Loans for Future Medical Students:  The Medical Educational Foundation Academy of Medicine of Lima and Allen County usually offers no-interest loans to assist with tuition while students are in medical school.  If interested, call Susan L. Hubbell, M.D. at (419) 226-9567.
19. Wright State University offers FREE TUITION to all graduating valedictorians and salutatorians in the state of Ohio.  Visit scholarships@wright.edu for more information.
20. The Ohio Gamma Chapter of Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity is offering six Balanced Man Scholarships totaling $5,000 to the outstanding freshman males entering the following Ohio colleges:  Ohio State, Miami, Univ. of Cincinnati, Bowling Green and Toledo next year. Applicants are in no way obligated to join the fraternity.  Application deadlines vary by school (May 30-September 5).  See  http://www.sigepbms.com/?page_id=6 or Mrs. Kaiser for details.
21. 4-H Scholarships:  Ohio 4-H offers a variety of scholarships to its members—most of these being for current year graduates and a few for members already attending college. The application and information is available on the Website at http://www.ohio4h.org. Click on the 4H for Youth>Teens>Awards & Scholarships. Check the website for more details and deadlines.

22. Catholic Order of Foresters offers a $5000 fraternal scholarship to HS juniors.  Applications will be accepted January 1 – August 31 of each year.  Applicants must be individually insured COF members in good standing for at least two years prior to applying   See http://www.catholicforester.org/ for more information.
23. US Bank Scholarships:  U.S. Bank will again award many $1000-$5000 scholarships to high school seniors planning to enroll next fall at an eligible four-year college participating in the U.S. Bank No Fee Education Loan Program.  Further details, including college or university eligibility, can be found on the website.  Students can apply online at:  http://usbank.com/scholarship now through September 30.
24. AES Engineers Scholarship ($500-open to all majors):  Applicants must answer one of the essay questions from the website at http://www.aesengineers.com/scholarships.htm.  Their belief is that achieving a high grade point average should not be the only criteria for determining who deserves to be helped. For that reason they are offering a scholarship that will be awarded on the basis of character, as determined by evaluating the essays that are submitted.  Deadline is October 6, 2016.
25. Briarwood Village/HCF Grant-In-Aid Scholarship Program:  available to applicants who has been an HCF employee for at least 1 year and have a history of above average performance appraisals.  It awards financial assistance to those furthering their education as an RN, LPN, or a career in other health related fields.  
26. Looking for more scholarships?  

a. Try a Google search  (ex. “scholarships for communications majors”)

b. Schoolsoup.com

c. Fastweb.com (they have links for your specific age (HS, college, adult), and grade!)

d. http://www.studentscholarships.org/
e. www.ChristianConnector.com to register for a $2500 scholarship to a Christian College


If you are lucky enough to receive a scholarship, be sure to send a

Thank-You note showing your appreciation!

-------------------------------------- This and That

	Job Opportunities—

Many local businesses are looking for hard-working students like YOU!   Check out the postings by the Guidance Office…

FR Party Mart/Shell

Wayne IGA

Cheeseman Trucking

Jennifer’s Cleaning Service

Jutte Electric

Adecco Lima

Faller Mechanical

FR Industries

FR Parks Dept.

Bruns Construction Services

Briarwood Village

Cotterman & Co. Roofing

Whirlpool (work, earn and learn)

Ben Franklin

Gels IGA

Job Corps is a federal program that provides career-technical training for your people looking for an alternative to college, or who may be at risk for not completing high school.  For more information, see www.recruiting.jobcorps.gov or call 800-733-JOBS.

Go to http://hometownopportunity.com/ for information on jobs in Mercer/Auglaize Counties!
	Volunteer/Community Service Opportunities

Coaches are needed for Mercer County Challenger Baseball.  The challenger baseball teams are comprised of Mercer County students with disabilities, and play 5 games on various Sunday afternoons in the summer.  If you are interested in coaching, see Mrs. Kaiser ASAP.  You will have the time of your life!!

Some other possible Community Service Activities:
· Summer Bible Schools

· Park Board, Youth Sports Organization, Museum, etc.

· FR Library (used book sale, crafts, children’s activities, etc.)  Call Linda Nietfeld at 419-375-2869
· Nursing homes and hospitals

· Psi Iota Xi Sorority (community events)  Call Cathy Etzler at 419-852-2572
· Local churches

Mary Help of Christians Catholic Church needs volunteers to maintain flower beds (trimming, weeding).  The flower beds are very small and won’t require much time.  Call Mary Weigel for more information:  419-375-4541.

Check out the postings near the Guidance Office
For more volunteer opportunities.
There’s a lot you can do to earn

service hours.  Just ask!


BE SURE TO LOG YOUR SERVICE HOURS, ACADEMIC AWARDS, AND ACTIVITIES!
This will be extremely helpful to you when filling out scholarship, job, and college applications.  Documentation can also be used for induction into National Honor Society.  

Log forms are available in the Guidance Office.



Camp ENGOURAGE (formerly Camp BEARable) will be held July 15-17 and is sponsored by State of the Heart Hospice.  The camp is FREE for children ages 6-15 who are grieving the loss of a loved one.  Applications can be found at www.stateoftheheartcare.org (click on the services tab).  Call Ashlee Carter if you have any questions 800-417-7535

Any families interested in hosting an exchange student can contact Julie Lee, International Student Exchange, at julieshmiller@gmail.com or call 919-770-2784.  Students interested in becoming an exchange student should see Mrs. Kaiser.
The Ohio Department of Health’s Help Me Grow program provides information and support for first time mothers.  Contact Sandy Dorsten at 419-586-1721 for more information.

The National Council for Adoption offers help to expectant moms who need advice.  Adoption gives you and your child the opportunity to live your lives to the fullest and not limit each other’s chances.  They ask that you consider the possibilities by calling 1-866-355-7965 or visiting iChooseAdoption.org.

Need counseling? I have lots of information on private counseling services in the area…just ask!
Upcoming Dates:





May 2		AP Chemistry Exam


May 5		AP Calculus Exam


May 12		AP World History Exam


May 12		Incentive/Field Day


May 20	Last Day for Seniors, Graduation Practice in PM


May 22		FRHS Commencement


May  26		Last Day of School








We encourage students to job shadow while in High School!  Job Shadow days do not count as absences (pending proper paperwork).  Stop by the guidance office if you are interested!!








Local


(Fort Recovery) Scholarship Winners will be announced at Commencement on May 22
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