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November News…
We have several upcoming meetings this year that will be helpful to FRHS Parents and Students.  Details were in the October FSJ:
· How to Help Your Son/Daughter Choose a College, November 10, 2016 at 6 p.m.

· Financial Aid Night- November 15, 2016 at 6 p.m.
SAVE THE DATE…

· College Credit Options (CC+) Meeting:  February 7, 2017 at 6 p.m. 
· FRHS Information Night (8th graders/parent):  February 27, 2017 at 6:30 p.m.
Seniors…
· Create (and use) a “normal” email address (ex:  amy.kaiser@gmail.com).  You are moving into the “real” world, and colleges and employers frown upon unprofessional email addresses.
· If you haven’t yet applied to college, there’s still time, but get those applications in ASAP ( 
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FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)

File now, don’t wait!

All seniors planning to attend college next year should file the FAFSA.  Students and parents are strongly encouraged to attend the FRHS Financial Aid Night on November 15 to hear more.
1. Seniors need to get an FSA ID at www.studentaid.gov/fsaID.
a. This is one of the things you will need in order to apply for federal financial aid for college—so keep it in a safe place (AKA—your career portfolio).
b. You will need 2 IDs total:  1 student ID and 1 parent ID (parents use the same ID for all children).
2. Print out the 2017-18 FAFSA on the Web Worksheet at www.fafsa.gov (type “fafsa on the web worksheet” in the search box).
3. File your FAFSA online at:  www.fafsa.gov.  If your current financial situation is similar to what is was in 2015, it is HIGHLY recommended that you use the “IRS Data Match” tool.  This will save you a lot of time because it will pre-populate many fields in your FAFSA!

4. If you have extenuating circumstances that will affect your family income in the next year (job loss, death of a parent, possible homelessness, etc.), discuss it with a financial aid counselor at your college! They can work to re-assess your financial aid award.

Check out the “Helpful Financial Aid Advice” on the Guidance Webpage(
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COLLEGE and CAREER Info
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Career Spotlight
Manufacturing Careers are in high demand in our area.  An increasing number of high-tech jobs are unfilled because the demand is so great.  Electricians, Welders, Engineers, etc. are needed.  Twenty-five percent of the workforce in West Central Ohio is in manufacturing.  The median wage for skilled trades/manufacturing is $50,000 per year.
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1. Application advise:
· Watch your deadlines!  Many Ohio schools have November and December 1 application dates.
· ASK if there is a separate financial aid / scholarship application (you should try to get as many scholarships and grants as possible)
· Let Mrs. Kaiser know when you have completed/submitted your application so she can mail your transcript to the university.
2. College Essays:  Many colleges require an essay for admission and/or scholarship consideration.  Here is some helpful advice:
· Ask an admissions representative HOW the essays are used (and judged).  Will your essay be used for placement into an English course?  Used holistically in the admission decision?
· Write about something personal:  a challenge you have faced, someone or something that has had an impact on your life, etc.
· Have someone proofread and critique your essay.
· Keep in mind that the people reviewing your essay read thousands of them.  Make sure yours is interesting and will be unique!
· Your essays are important in the decision-making process!
· READ the email Mrs. Kaiser sent you on October 17 about your essays.
3. FRHS students who are applying to college should indicate that they are a new student (incoming freshman) regardless of PSEO/CC+ credits earned.  You are NOT considered a transfer student.
4. College Open Houses - Check out the displays by the guidance office, visit the college website, or see Mrs. Kaiser for specific dates. 
5. Rhodes State: Stay connected by subscribing to test messages about Rhodes events, scholarships and other opportunities.  If your HS graduation year is 2017, text RSC2017 to the number 41411.  If your HS graduation year is 2018, text RSC2018 to the number 41411.  
6. Ball State offers in-state tuition for many Ohio counties for all majors—even in the College of Architecture and Planning.
7. Prospective College Athletes who plan to play Division I or II sports must register with the appropriate clearinghouse.  Both eligibility centers require that test scores (i.e. ACT) be sent directly from the testing agency.  See Mrs. Kaiser if you need to register with either of these athletic clearinghouses because I need to mail your transcript to them!  Cost is approximately $75.

· NCAA Clearinghouse:  new website-- NCAA.org/playcollegesports
· NAIA:  www.playnaia.org.
8. Make sure you are aware of Early Action, Early Decision and Scholarship Deadlines at your college!

9. Seniors interested in applying to Ohio State:

· Students interested in attending the Columbus campus should use the Common Application (the link is available via OSU’s website).  Lima campus students do not need to complete the Common App—you can use OSU Lima’s simplified application.

· ACT (or SAT) scores must be sent directly to OSU from the testing company.  The writing test is required.
· There are 3 admission decisions:  admit, deferred, deny

i. If deferred, only academic updates should be submitted (new grades, ACT, etc.) for review

ii. If denied, there is no need to submit any additional information.  The decision is final.

· All Columbus students will be required to live on campus for 2 years

· The Honors program is for students who wish to be pushed academically and have an interest in research
· The Scholars program is for students who want to reside with other scholars students who share their same interests

· The Morrill Scholars program is open to students who work with a diverse population (church programs, mission work, ESL tutor, etc.)  you need not be a minority to apply

10. Several Colleges offer FREE (or reduced) tuition for students who meet low income qualifications (like the Miami U Access Initiative).   YOU need to ASK the college (or check their financial aid site) if they have such a program.  Don’t be afraid to apply to your dream school! 
· Miami University Access Initiative:  Miami University will provide FREE tuition and fees for all new first-year students from Ohio entering the Oxford campus that has family incomes of less than $35,000.  The program will continue to provide tuition and fees for eligible students for up to four years!
Vocational: 
1. GROB Systems Apprenticeship scholarship opportunity for 2017 seniors:
-  FREE Associate’s Degree from Rhodes State College in Manufacturing Engineering Technology or Electrical 
Engineering Technology

-  Option for +2 program where apprentices can receive their Bachelor’s degree in Engineering from the following 
schools ( Bowling Green State University, Ohio Northern University, Miami University, University of Dayton or the 
University of Toledo)

-  FREE health, dental and vision insurance, $0 comes out of employee’s check for insurance.

-  401K – we match 50% of the first 6% of the employee contribution

-  FREE meals catered from Old Barn Out Back – Daily

-  12 Paid holidays per year including a plant shut down from December 24th through January 1st.

-   A pretty sizable Christmas bonus ($1500) given out on the Thursday before Black Friday.

-   GROB provides uniforms
-   GROB provides $160 per year for work boots
They are holding several apprenticeship open houses this year to learn more about the program.  See Mrs. K for more 
info.  Deadline to apply is March 17.
2. Always check the scholarships near the end of this newsletter.  Scholarships are available for several certifications at vocational schools.

3. Manufacturing Careers are in high demand in our area.  An increasing number of high-tech jobs are unfilled because the demand is so great.  Electricians, Welders, Engineers, etc. are needed.  Twenty-five percent of the workforce in West Central Ohio is in manufacturing.  The median wage for skilled trades/manufacturing is $50,000 per year.
Career Exploration/Job Shadowing:

Rhodes State students who would like to be considered for 2016 Nursing, Occupational Therapy Assisting, Physical Therapy Assisting, Radiographic Imaging (and other allied health majors) clinical entry should begin the selective admissions process this fall.  The deadline will be in February.  Information can be found at www.rhodesstate.edu/pta www.rhodesstate.edu/ota and www.rhodesstate.edu/rad    Students can certainly be admitted next fall, complete their general education and basic related courses and apply for 2017 clinical entry. 
Military:
Interested in joining the military after graduation?

· Joining the military can help fund your college education!
· You need to take the ASVAB test to be considered for enlistment.  Celina HS is offering the ASVAB on November 15—see Mrs. K if interested!

SCHOLARSHIPS / GRANTS / LOANS:
These are in order by due date.

If no website is listed, see Mrs. Kaiser for applications and additional information.

1. UNOH will hold scholarship testing on November 4 and 5.  Check their website for more information.
2. Prudential Spirit of Community Scholarship:  Middle or high school students who have made a difference through volunteering can apply online for this $1,000 award at http://spirit.prudential.com.  Submission deadline is November 8.

3. Hagan Foundation Scholarship:  Seniors must have minimum 3.5 GPA and 23 ACT, and enroll in a 4-year college to apply.  You must also complete the FAFSA and have an EFC of $7500 or less.  Apply online at www.hsfmo.org by November 15.
4. Jack Kent Cooke scholarships are available to seniors with a 3.5 GPA, 26 ACT and have a family income of $95,000 or less.  See http://www.jkcf.org/scholarship-programs/college-scholarship/  for more information.  Apply from September 30-November 30.
5. Children’s Defense Fund is awarding $5000 scholarships to HS seniors who have overcome tremendous adversity to achieve academic excellence, demonstrate leadership in their community, and aspire to continue their education.  More information can be found at http://www.cdfohio.org/programs/beat-the-odds-scholarship-program/.  Apply by November 30.
6. Mercer County Elks is offering several scholarships.  Visit www.elks.org for more information.

a. Elks Most Valuable Student Scholarship:  senior applicants must exhibit scholarship, leadership, and financial need.  Awards range from $4,000-$50,000.  Applications available at www.elks.org/enf/scholars/mvs.cfm by November 30.
b. Elks National Foundation Legacy Awards:  eligible applicants are: any child, grandchild, step-child, step-grandchild or legal ward of a living Elk who joined on or before April 1, 2014, or a charter member of a Lodge that was instituted on or after April 1, 2014.  The Elk must be a paid member- up through March 31, 2017.  Great-Grandchildren are not eligible.  Scholarship awards are $4000.  Applicants must take the ACT or SAT by December 31.  The ENF Legacy Award Application is only available online at www.elks.org/enf/scholars/legacy/rules.cfm  and is due by noon on February 3.
c. Emergency Educational Grants are available to children of deceased or totally disabled Elks.  Contact Jane Heiby at 419-925-4232 for more information.
7. We are able to nominate up to five seniors for the Leadership and Service Scholarship ($10,000) to the University of Dayton.  If you are interested, see Mrs. Kaiser no later than December 9.
8. Rhodes State Scholarships can be found at www.RhodesState.edu/scholarships.  Applications due December 9.
Several FRHS seniors are eligible for the automatic $1000 CC+ Scholarship at Rhodes
9. AXA Achievement Scholarships: AXA is offering sizable scholarships (up to $25,000 each) to seniors. Winners are known as AXA Achievers.  They are students who set and reach ambitious goals; demonstrate drive, determination and ability to succeed in college and who have respect for self, family and community. . To learn more about the scholarship go to www.axa-achievement.com.  Apply early as only the first 10,000 applicants will be considered. Application deadline is December 15.
10. NFIB Young Entrepreneur Award is for seniors who operate their own small business.  Apply at www.NFIB.com/YEA by December 18.
11. Rove Pest Control Scholarship for Class of 2017 ($500): open to all majors, minimum 3.0 GPA required.  The application can be found at: http://www.rovepestcontrol.com/rove-pest-control-scholarship/  Deadline: December 31.
12. Jostens For What I Stand Scholarship (open to all HS students):  Jostens knows that every student has a unique story and wants to see yours! Post a picture of what you stand for as you start off this school year. What are the things that drive you? Inspire you? What makes you, you? Celebrate the path you travel on Instagram with the hashtag #FORWHATISTAND. Photos will be featured in our gallery below and entered to win a $10,000 scholarship, so get snapping!  Please check out www.jostensforwhatistand.com for complete details.  Deadline is December 31.
13.  Notre Dame Hesburgh-Yusko Scholars Program is for students who demonstrate high academic, moral, leadership and service.  Program benefits include $25,000 per year.  Visit hesburgh-yusko.nd.edu., call 574-631-1111 or email hysp@nd.edu  with any questions.  Deadline to apply is January 1.

14. John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Essay Contest:  Write an essay on an act of political courage by a U.S. elected official who served during or after 1956.  This is open to students in grades 9-12.  More details can be found at www.jfklibrary.org.  under the Education tab.  Deadline is January 4.
15. GE-Reagan Foundation Scholarship is for college-bound students who demonstrate exemplary leadership, drive, integrity, and citizenship. Recipients will each receive $40,000 in college scholarship funds. Additional information can be found at http://www.reaganfoundation.org/scholarships.  Application deadline is January 5.

16. OSU Alumni Scholars Program (Grade 12): Applicants must be ranked in the top 10% of graduating class, demonstrate involvement in community and school activities, and show a sound interest and positive attitude towards college work to be able to receive a one-time $600 scholarship (two scholarships will be awarded).  Letters of recommendation can be attached to the application and are very important.  Application and transcript must be returned by January 6.
17. BGSU is offering scholarships ($4000-$5200 per year) to incoming freshman who are considering teaching secondary (or middle childhood) science or math (ACTION program).  Applications can be found at www.bgsu.edu/action.  Many other colleges have a similar program.  All ACTION scholarship applications are due January 15.
18. Washington Crossing Foundation Scholarships ($1000-$5000) are available for seniors interested in history, politics, or military service.  Visit http://gwcf.org for more information.  Deadline is January 15.
19. Engineers Foundation of Ohio is offering scholarships to seniors and current college students who desire careers in engineering.  Applicants must have a 3.0 GPA and ACT math >29, English >25.  Brochures are available at:  http://ohioengineer.com/images/stories/pdf/scholar_broch_14.pdf and applications can be found at http://ohioengineer.com/images/stories/pdf/scholar_app14.pdf.  Due date is January 15.
20. WSU Academic Performance Scholarship Information is available at www.wright.edu/lake/scholarships. (apply November 1-February 18) and www.wright.edu/scholarships (apply by February 1).

a. WSU has a scholarship that offers FREE TUITION to all graduating valedictorians and salutatorians in the state of Ohio.  Apply by February 1.
21. National Co-Op Scholarships are available to students entering a WACE partner college (University of Toledo and Cincinnati are examples) in the 2016-17 academic year.  A recent FR graduate did receive one of these scholarships(.  You must have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 to apply.  Visit www.waceinc.org for more information.  Deadline is February 15.
22. MED Foundation of Mercer Health Scholarship (grade 12): Mercer Health is offering scholarships to graduating seniors pursuing a career in the medical profession.  The goal of the MED Foundation is to award one scholarship to each school in Mercer County.  Applicants must have an ACT score of 25 or higher and other restrictions apply.  Application is available online at http://www.mercer-health.com/foundation/2016-scholarship-program and are due February 28.

23. Lefeld Welding Supplies Scholarship:  Lefeld Welding Supplies is awarding (2) $1,000 scholarship grants to graduating seniors pursuing training or education in a skilled trade metal working career.  Applicant must be from Mercer or Auglaize County High Schools within the Tri-Star district.  Application is available at www.lefeldwelding.com and is due to the Civic Foundation, by April 1.
24. ARMCORP Construction Scholarship:  This $500 scholarship is open to seniors pursuing a 2 or 4 year degree in a construction-related field.  It is sponsored by the Mercer County Civic Foundation and applications are due April 1.

25. B. Davis Scholarship ($1000):  This website was developed solely for the purpose of helping students locate and apply for scholarships, and is open to junior and seniors:  http://www.studentawardsearch.com/scholarships.htm.  Deadline is May 22.
26. Groth & Associates Scholarship ($1000):  Must have a G.P.A. of 3.0+, fill out the form, attach school transcript, submit a 500-word essay about difficulties or hardships you have had to personally overcome.  Apply at http://www.grothlaw.com/scholarship/  by June 1.
27. Aspiring Fashion Professional Scholarship ($1000) for students that are interested in pursuing a fashion degree at an accredited post-secondary school or college.  More info can be found at http://www.fashion-schools.org/  (at the bottom of the page).  Deadline is June 1.
28. Aspiring Animation Professional Scholarship Program ($1000):  Open to seniors who: intend to pursue an animation related field at an accredited post-secondary school or college.  Visit the website for more information:  www.animationcareerreview.com, and search “scholarships”.  Deadline to apply is June 1.
29. Abbott & Fenner Business Consultants Scholarship:  To apply for this $1,000 scholarship you will need to write an essay on the topic found on the website. The A&F Scholarships are available to all high school juniors and seniors as well as all students currently registered in any accredited postsecondary institution who are between the ages of 16 and 30.  More information can be found at http://www.abbottandfenner.com/scholarships.htm. Registration deadline is June 12.
30. BigSun Scholarship:  The BigSun Organization is offering a $500 scholarship to a student athlete.  The successful applicant will be a high school senior participating in a sport OR be attending a post secondary institute and currently involved in some sport at that institution. Visit our website at http://www.bigsunathletics.com to learn how to apply.  Deadline is June 19.

The following scholarships have varying deadlines…

31. Loans for Future Medical Students:  The Medical Educational Foundation Academy of Medicine of Lima and Allen County usually offers no-interest loans to assist with tuition while students are in medical school.  If interested, call Susan L. Hubbell, M.D. at (419) 226-9810.

32. Imagine America Scholarship for 2016 graduates:  FRHS can select up to three students to receive this $1000 scholarship—FRHS will award this to the first 3 eligible students who apply each year.  Only recent high school graduates who are qualified applicants and who meet the following recommended guidelines should apply: Likelihood of successful completion of postsecondary education, high school grade point average of 2.5 or greater, financial need, and demonstrated voluntary community service during the senior year.   Students must plan to attend a “career college” (such as Lincoln Tech or Kaplan) to be eligible.  Students should visit the website for more information and a list of participating schools.  Apply online at www.imagine-america.org.   Scholarships for the class of 2017 will be available in January.
33. Specialized Carriers & Rigging Foundation is offering $1000-$5000 grants to individuals looking to take a continuing education course (such as welding or diesel mechanics) or attend vocational/technical college.  Apply online at https://scrfoundation.fluidreview.com/.  Grants are awarded throughout the year.

34. Sussle Scholarship ($500):  Sussle is an encyclopedia of the things YOU care about. This is not your usual scholarship. There is no application or essay, and it's actually fun. By participating, you will be posting your knowledge for the benefit of others, and in return, the best contributor will win the scholarship.  Eligibility: HS seniors and college students.  See http://sussle.org/scholarship to enter.  Deadlines: end of each month.

35. Zumper, a free apartment rental search site it sponsoring a $1,000 college scholarship.  As a background on Zumper, here are their listings for Columbus: https://www.zumper.com/apartments-for-rent/columbus-oh.  They are looking for outstanding students who have helped their classmates or community in a tremendous way. Maybe you started a club that raised $10,000 for charity, or championed recycling and sustainable practices across campus. Scholarship link can be found at: https://www.zumper.com/apartments-scholarship and is due April 15 and November 15 of each year

36. 4-H Scholarships:  Ohio 4-H offers a variety of scholarships to its members—most of these being for current year graduates and a few for members already attending college. The application and information is available on the website at http://www.ohio4h.org. Click on the 4H for Youth>Teens>Awards & Scholarships. Check the website for more details and deadlines.
37. Briarwood Village/HCF Grant-In-Aid Scholarship Program:  These awards are available to applicants who has been an HCF employee for at least 1 year and have a history of above average performance appraisals.  It awards financial assistance to those furthering their education as an RN, LPN, or a career in other health related fields.  
38. Looking for more scholarships?  

a. Try a Google search  (ex. “scholarships for communications majors”)
b. Higher Admission.com  https://www.higheradmission.com
c. Schoolsoup.com

d. Fastweb.com (they have links for your specific age (HS, college, adult), and grade!)

e. http://www.studentscholarships.org/
f. www.ChristianConnector.com to register for a $2500 scholarship to a Christian College

	See the postings outside the Guidance Office for…

Job Opportunities
new jobs have been added this month!

Volunteer/Community Service Opportunities

Every HS student is encouraged to

JOB SHADOW
See Mrs. Kaiser for the necessary forms to request a job shadowing day!
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BE SURE TO LOG YOUR SERVICE HOURS, ACADEMIC AWARDS, AND ACTIVITIES!
This will be extremely helpful to you when filling out scholarship, job, and college applications.  Documentation can also be used for induction into National Honor Society.  

Log forms are available in the Guidance Office.




Get Involved!

The Mercer County STOP (Students Teaching Others Prevention) is a group where high school students can meet new friends who can support them in times of negative peer pressure.  The STOP group comes together to learn about ways to stand strong in their belief not to use alcohol, tobacco, drugs, as well as help prevent bullying and suicide.  NEW members are welcome!  You can participate if you are drug free or want to be encouraged to start over.  Contact Laura Sanford at 419-584-1000 for more information.  See Mrs. Billenstein for the dates of upcoming STOP meetings! 

The Mercer County Students for Life meet monthly and act as pro-life ambassadors; providing public education and sponsor various events & activates.  Students are encouraged to “like' Mercer County Students for Life on Facebook to learn more.  Next meeting is Tuesday, November 10 at 7:30 p.m., Coldwater Hospital Meeting Room.
Check out the high school calendar on the school website to stay informed of what is happening at FRHS
Please Visit the FRHS Guidance Website at http://www.fortrecoveryschools.org
(click on School > Guidance Homepage)
Upcoming Dates:





November 1	Tri-Star Presentation for 


Sophomores


November 8	Americanism Test


November 9	Ohio Technical Center/Vantage


November 10	NHS Induction


Parent Teacher Conf.


		How to Help Your Son/Daughter 


Choose a College


November 14	UNOH College of Technonogies


November 15	Parent Teacher Conf.


		FRHS Financial Aid Night


November 17	Navy Visit @ lunch


November 23-25	No School


December 6	Tri Star Field Trip





DID YOU KNOW…


Colleges can rescind your admission in the summer of your senior year.  This means that simply getting accepted now doesn’t guarantee that you can attend next fall.  Colleges DO look at your


final senior grades and 


can revoke your 


acceptance, 


so keep working hard!
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